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DEVOTIONAL GUIDE 
FOR

DISASTER RESPONSE VOLUNTEERS

This guide can be used by volunteers prior to, during, and after a disaster response. It is meant to be a resource for both personal or group meditation and worship.
Day 1 – Prior to departing
Opening Prayer
Read: Romans 12:1-2 and Isaiah 6:1-8

“I appeal to you therefore, brothers, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is your spiritual worship. Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewal of your mind, that by testing you may discern what is the will of God, what is good and acceptable and perfect.”  (Romans 12:1-2)
Then I heard the voice of the Lord saying, "Whom shall I send, and who will go for us?" And I said, "Here am I; send me!" (Isaiah 6:8)
Questions for reflection or discussion:

· What do I expect on this disaster response trip?

· How do I expect that I’ll react to what I see and those who are hurting?
· How can I share the gospel?
Hymn: Trinity Hymnal, 443, “Hark! The Voice of Jesus Crying”
Closing Prayer: Ask God specifically to bless my trip, watch over as you travel, help me be salt and light to those afflicted by the disaster and give me opportunities to share the gospel.
Day 1 – Evening
Opening Prayer
Read Ephesians 2:1-10 and 1 Corinthians 7:17
For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand, that we should walk in them. (Ephesians 2:1-10)

As God has distributed to each one, as the Lord has called each one, so let him walk.” (1 Corinthians 7:17)
Questions for reflection or discussion:
· What has been the reaction of those I told on the trip about what I am going to do?

· What does “walking” in good works mean?

· How do I think I am called? 

· Do others seem to agree with me on my calling?
Hymn: Trinity Hymnal, 94, “How Firm a Foundation”
Closing Prayer: Thank God for preparing the team and me for this trip and watching over us as we traveled. Ask God to open the hearts of those I will be helping and meeting as I work in the community.
Day 2 - Morning
Opening Prayer
Read: Genesis 12:1-9

And I will make of you a great nation, and I will bless you and make your name great, so that you will be a blessing. (Genesis 12:2)
“Jesus said to him, ‘Feed my sheep’” (John 21:17)
Questions for reflection or discussion:

· “It is so rewarding to serve God and others, to bless as we’ve been blessed.” Why would I agree or disagree this statement? 
· When have I answered God’s call? 
· What has it meant for my family?

· How will my work today fit in with Jesus’ discourse in Matthew 25 regarding feeding the hungry, clothing the naked, visiting the sick and prisoners, etc.?
Hymn: Trinity Hymnal, 457, “Come, Thou Font of Every Blessing”
Closing Prayer: Ask God specifically to show me whose feet I can wash and the sheep I can feed. Ask God that I might be a blessing to others.
Day 2 – Evening
Opening Prayer
Read Colossians 3:12-17 and 2 Corinthians 8
As those who have been chosen of God, holy and beloved, put on a heart of compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness and patience. (Colossians 3:12)
“…Out of the most severe trial, their overflowing joy and their extreme poverty welled up in rich generosity. For I testify that they gave as much as they were able, and even beyond their ability. Entirely on their own they urgently pleaded with us for the privilege of sharing in this service to the saints. And they did not do as we expected, but they gave themselves first to the Lord and then to us in keeping with God's will. For if the willingness is there, the gift is acceptable according to what one has, not according to what he does not have… Our desire is not that others might be relieved while you are hard pressed, but that there might be equality. At the present time your plenty will supply what they need, so that in turn their plenty will supply what you need. Then there will be equality,…”  (2 Corinthians 8) 
The first part addresses those who gave out of their poverty to the cause of Christ to help others.  It also applies to smaller churches who may feel that their small gift may not matter.  It could also prepare you to graciously respond to the meager gifts (food items, etc.) offered them by the disaster survivors; it addresses the sense of dignity of the givers.  
The second part explains that times of helping, and needing help vary in our lives, and sometimes they overlap; we may need help in one area of our lives, but can still help others in another area of our lives at the same time.
Evangelism and Missions: Election affects the message; it brings the focus back to God, for whom we exist, back to Christ. Election affects the methods; we know that only God’s electing, redeeming grace and not self-help will bring lasting reconciliation between us and God. Election affects evangelism at the level of motivation; because salvation is determined because it has a plan and a goal, we can be certain that we are sent out on a mission that will be accomplished (from Putting the Amazing Back into Grace by Michael Horton
Questions for reflection or discussion:
· How does my election play a role in helping others?

· Was I gentle and patient with others on the team?
· How did I show compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness and patience to disaster victims today?
· Did I share the gospel with those I helped today?  How did they respond?

· How have I received gifts offered by the disaster victims?

· Am I giving to the best of my ability?
Hymn: “Father, Long Before Creation”
Closing Prayer: Thank God specifically for the opportunity to ministers to others so that His name may be great.
Day 3 - Morning
Opening Prayer
Read: Lamentations 3:19-24 and Ecclesiastes 3:1-11 
The steadfast love of the LORD never ceases, his mercies never come to an end; they are new every morning; great is your faithfulness. (Lamentations 3:22-23)
There is a time for everything, and a season for every activity under heaven: a time to be born and a time to die, a time to plant and a time to uproot, a time to kill and a time to heal, a time to tear down and a time to build, a time to weep and a time to laugh, a time to mourn and a time to dance, a time to scatter stones and a time to gather them, a time to embrace and a time to refrain, a time to search and a time to give up, a time to keep and a time to throw away, a time to tear and a time to mend, a time to be silent and a time to speak, a time to love and a time to hate, a time for war and a time for peace.

What does the worker gain from his toil? I have seen the burden God has laid on men.  He has made everything beautiful in its time. He has also set eternity in the hearts of men; yet they cannot fathom what God has done from beginning to end. (Ecclesiastes 3:1-11)
Questions for reflection or discussion:
· Was my love joined with my compassion toward those hurting from this disaster?

· How does my faithfulness fit into my response to those hurting?

· Did I see the beauty of Christ yesterday?

· Have I seen God’s plan for me yesterday?
Hymn: Trinity Hymnal, 32, “Great is Thy Faithfulness”
Closing Prayer: Ask God specifically to give me true compassion and caring for those affected by this disaster. Ask that I be faithful to His calling.  Thank Him for this opportunity to serve others. 
Day 3 - Evening
Opening Prayer
Read: Psalm 22

My God, my God, why have You forsaken me? Why are You so far from helping me, from the words of my groaning? (Psalm 22:1)
Questions for reflection or discussion:
· How did I share the hope I have found in Christ with those who are suffering?

· What do people see when they see me?

· Do they see the Christ and the Church when they see me at work?
Hymn: Trinity Hymnal, 79, “My God, My God, Why Have You Forsaken Me?”
Closing Prayer: Ask God specifically to make me a true servant to others.  Thank Him for the safety and well being of the team.
Day 4 - Morning
Opening Prayer
Read: Psalm 22:19-31

The afflicted shall eat and be satisfied; those who seek him shall praise the LORD. May your hearts live forever! (Psalm 22:26)
Questions for reflection or discussion:

· Did yesterday go as I thought it would? 
· Was it clear to me what I was to accomplish?

· Do I feel like I accomplished anything?
· “Having a servant attitude (like that of Christ) is difficult at times. Yet it has great rewards in the long run.”  What rewards have you received?
Hymn: “He Hideth My Soul in the Cleft of the Rock”
Closing Prayer: Ask God specifically to help me not to be judgmental in helping those affected by the disaster. Ask for safety for the team today and opportunities to witness to others. Also, praise His name in all things.
Day 4 - Evening
Opening Prayer
Read: 2 Corinthians 13:9-11
Finally, brothers, rejoice. Aim for restoration, comfort one another, agree with one another, live in peace: and the God of love and peace will be with you. (2 Corinthians 13:11)
Questions for reflection or discussion:

· What signs of hope have I seen today?

· How is the presence of God evident to me and others who are helping?
· How does restoration fit into disaster response?
Hymn: Trinity Hymnal, 730, “Come, Thou Almighty King”
Closing Prayer: Ask God specifically to restore those I am helping to His kingdom and for restoring their homes, jobs, lives, and community.  Thank Him for the opportunities I have been given thus far.
Day 5 - Morning

Opening Prayer
Read: Luke 13:1-9

(Jesus) asked them, “Do you think that because these Galileans suffered in this way they were worse sinners than all other Galileans”? (Luke 13:2)

Questions for reflection or discussion:

· What questions come to mind as I work?
· Do I sometimes wonder why do bad things happen to good people?
Hymn: Trinity Hymnal, 705, “I Know Whom I Have Believed”
Closing Prayer: Ask God specifically to show me His will in this place. Ask Him for opportunities today to show His love, compassion, and gentleness. Ask for patience both with those I am helping and those on my team.
Day 5 - Evening

Opening Prayer
Read: John 13:1-17

Jesus said: So if I, your Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet, you also ought to wash one another's feet. For I have set you an example, that you also should do as I have done to you. (John 13:14-15)
Questions for reflection or discussion:
· Whose feet did I wash today?

· What was the reaction of those I was helping today?

· Share opportunities I had today to help others and share God’s love with them.
Hymn: “In Christ Alone”
Closing Prayer: Thank God for His goodness. Thank Him for His plan for salvation and restoration in Christ alone.
Day 6 - Morning
Opening Prayer
Read: Philippians 2:1-13

Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus, who, though he was in the form of God, did not regard equality with God as something to be exploited, but emptied himself, taking the form of a slave, being born in human likeness…. (Philippians 2:5-7)
Christ emptied Himself of His glory and privilege, His divine prerogative and honor; He sacrificed His dignity.

Questions for reflection or discussion:
· Did I empty myself yesterday?

· Did I sacrifice my dignity to help pull someone up?
Hymn: Trinity Hymnal, 455, “And Can It Be That I Should Gain”
Closing Prayer: Thank God for sending His Son who emptied Himself for my benefit. Ask that I may be an imitator of Christ today with everyone I meet.
Day 6 - Evening
Opening Prayer
Read: Matthew 25:31-46

...for I was hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave me something to drink, I was a stranger and you welcomed me, I was naked and you gave me clothing, I was sick and you took care of me, I was in prison and you visited me. (Matthew 25:35-36)
Questions for reflection or discussion:
· Who did I feed, welcome, cloth, take care of, or visit today?
· Who received more, the person receiving or me who gave? 

Hymn: “Under His Wings”
Closing Prayer: Thank God for His goodness and grace. Pray that God will present more opportunities for me to share the gospel and to give Him glory. 
Day 7 - Morning
Opening Prayer
Read: Matthew 25:31-46

Truly I tell you, just as you did it to one of the least of these who are members of my family, you did it to me. (Matthew 25:40)
Questions for reflection or discussion:
· Who will be the people I meet today who are the “least of these?”
· Thinking back over the week, what impressed me most?

· Did I give more or get more this week?
Hymn: Trinity Hymnal, 596, “You Came to Us, Dear Jesus”
Closing Prayer: Ask God specifically to show me who are the “least of these” as we travel back home. Ask Him to watch over us as we travel.
Day 7 – Upon Returning

Opening Prayer
Read: Hebrews 6:13-20
We have this as a sure and steadfast anchor of the soul, a hope that enters into the inner place behind the curtain, where Jesus has gone as a forerunner on our behalf, having become a high priest forever after the order of Melchizedek. (Hebrews 6:13)
Questions for reflection or discussion:
· How did I give the certain hope and joy that I have in Christ with others on this trip?

· What things did I learn on this trip about good works, service to others, and service to God?
Hymn: Trinity Hymnal, 499 or 500, “Rock of Ages”
Closing Prayer: Specifically give God praise, thanks and adoration for the trip that the seeds you planted may bring forth much fruit, that He was glorified.
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